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incomplete and in some material respects inaccurate.
At the proper time it will be necessary to go more fully
into the matter, though Mr. Lloyd George hopes that he
will not be driven to do so at this stage. But he would
like to point out that the very fact of this conflict of
memory having arisen shows the unwisdom of these
partial and unauthorised disclosures of the decisions of
highly confidential Committees of the Cabinet."

Here Mr. Lloyd George was right. Nothing of a
confidential nature should ever be disclosed, either in
public or in private, and whoever flattered the Press by
giving away Cabinet Secrets at that time showed personal
treachery of a kind fortunately rare in British politics;
but he was wrong about Lord Haldane's memory.

I wrote to congratulate Haldane on his courage, and July 8th,
in his answer, which I received the same day (the 8th of  1915
July, 1915), he ended :

" So long as I have breath in my body officers who are
misrepresented in public and are unable to defend them-
selves shall not be attacked with impunity."

On the loth he came to see me and said:

" X------and Co. are out to smash the Prime Minister,

but Grey and I intend to stand on each side of him to
protect him from such baseness/'

A few days before this Lord French had sent a message
to ask if he could see me. We had not met since the
formation of the Coalition, and, as the whole cruel campaign
about the shells had arisen from someone at his Head-
quarters falsifying the truth by supplying the Press with
misleading information, I was not at all anxious to meet
him; but it takes me longer than most people either to
suspect or to drop old friends, so I gave way.

Confronted by my questions, Lord French blandly
denied all knowledge of the shell affair, but he appeared
dejected and confused, and after a painful interview we
parted.

Haunted by his look of misery and knowing what he
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